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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 4-7 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 4-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Karasawa (US 5,196,928) in view of Loonen (5255092). 

As for claim 4, Karasawa teaches of an image pickup element that constitutes 
one image-captured surface by arranging a plurality of scanning lines having a first 
number of pixels (Karasawa: Column 3, Lines 38-42); a drive circuit for outputting to the 
image pickup element a drive signal with a first frequency for sequentially reading an 
image-captured signal image- captured on the image pickup surface of the image 
pickup element for every scanning line (Karasawa: Column 3, Lines 43-45); a line 
memory having a memory capacity which can store one scanning line of image- 
captured signals read from the image pickup element (Karasawa: Column 3, Lines 47- 
65); a writing signal generating circuit for outputting a writing signal with the first 
frequency to the line memory and for writing the image-captured signal and a reading 
signal generating circuit for outputting a reading signal with a frequency to the line 
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memory and for reading image-captured signals stored in one scanning line (Karasawa: 
Column 3, Lines 47-65); a video signal processing circuit for performing video signal 
processing on the image-captured signals read with the second frequency from the line 
memory (Karasawa: Column 3, Lines 43-47). However, Karasawa fails to disclose 
reading a signal with a second frequency which is higher than the first frequency. 
Loonen teaches that prior art computing systems cannot accurately adjust a clock 
frequency (Loonen: column 1 , lines 35-55). To help alleviate this problem, Loonen 
discloses "reading a signal with a second frequency which is higher than the first write 
frequency" (Loonen: column 3, lines 40-50). Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to take the 
apparatus disclosed by Karasawa and add the different frequencies taught by Loonen in 
order to obtain an apparatus that can accurately adjust a clock signal. 

As for claim 5, most of the limitations of the claim have been discussed in the 
above rejection of claim 4. Karasawa also teaches of the video signal processing 
means has an enlarge/reduce processing function for performing horizontal 
enlargement or reduction (Karasawa : Column 5, Lines 1 -8). 

As for claim 7, most of the limitations of the claim have been discussed in the 
above rejection of claim 4. Karasawa also teaches of adding a second image pickup 
unit, which shows greater detail than the first but with all the circuitry mentioned above 
(Karasawa : Column 2, Lines 58-68). 

4. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Karasawa 
(US 5,196,928) in view of Loonen (5255092) in further view of Saeger (US 5,287,188). 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/670, 1 1 4 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2613 

As for claim 6, most of the limitations of the claim have been discussed in the 
above rejection of claim 5. Karasawa in view of Loonen teach of superimposing means 
for superposing an externally input image signal (i.e. TV camera) on an image-captured 
signal processed in the video signal processing means (Karasawa: Column 4, Lines 
48-68 and Column 5, Lines 1-14). Although Karasawa in view of Loonen do not 
explicitly teach of superimposing position control means for controlling a superimposing 
position of the superposing means in accordance with an image pickup element self- 
contained in the connected image pickup unit, however, Saeger does (Saeger: Column 
12, Lines 49-68). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to take the superimposed images described in Karasawa, 
add the different frequencies taught by Loonen, and give it the added feature of being 
able to move the images on the screen as taught by Saeger because this would allow 
the user to arrange the pictures in the best possible way so that comparisons could be 
done between the two (this movable position is also considered well-known in the art 
since its use has been available). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dave Czekaj whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
7327. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9 hours. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mehrdad Dastouri can be reached on (571) 272-7418. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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